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Olivier’s 'Hamlet’ Gives Screen 
Its Greatest Dramatic Stature 

By Jay Carmody 
Laurence Olivier, by taking thought in his dramatic fashion, has 

added several cubits to the stature of William Shakespeare in the motion 
picture "Hamlet,” which opened last night at the Playhouse and Little 
Theaters. 

The aspect of Shakespeare's stature thus increased is not the cre- 
ative one, but rather that of more universal recognition, for here is, 
perhaps, the greatest movie of all time. 

Two brilliant geniuses of story-telling once more have merged their 
eloquence and. In that act, have 
made it the simple duty of every 
one else to listen. 

Although he does not think his 
work represents anything like a 

final word on ‘•Hamlet.” Oliviers 
production will make clear to every 
one why the tragedy of the noble 
Dane is the greatest play ever writ- 
ten. He calls it an essay on “Ham- 
let.” This is but a dramatic mod- 
esty, for it is more an X-ray of the 
play’s central figure, a lively study 
of "a man who could not make up 
his mind.” 

Through Olivier; the people's play- i 
wright has reached the people. En- 
tertainment thus, for once, has 
achieved its highest purpose. 

* * * * 

Olivier has taken liberties, as who 
has not, with the text of “Hamlet” 
but they are such as any disciple of 
the bard can only commend. He 
has kept the meaning and the music 
of the original, and where he has 
made sacrifice of depth, he has 
added new dimensions to the drama. 
His incredibly swift and seeking 
camera finds what the eye and ear 

have always sought in “Hamlet.” 
On the screen, in the blond-haired 

figure of Olivier, Hamlet finds his 
size. He is a man beset by the 
furies of both fate and the flesh. He 
Is, indeed, a bit more of a man—a 

prince of the realm with more than 
a normal responsibility to resist 
fate. His tragedy as Olivier sums it 
up so brilliantly is not the blud-1 
geoning of mad circumstance, but 
rather than he must do something 
and yet knows not what to do. By 
the time he dies at the end of the 
play, his tragedy has disappeared, 
for in the course of the story's terh- 
peetuous movement he found out 
what to do, and did it. He is worthy, 
finally, of his blood as both man and 
prince. 

* * * * 

It is perfect cinema# melodrama 
that runs from the eerie opening 
scene of the ghost's appearance on 
the cold battlements of Elsinore to 
the closing one in which Hamlet s 
dead body is carried to the same 
chill setting. In between, it is a 

compound of lacerating frustration, 
love curdling into hatred and mad- 
ness, madness relieved by murder, 
vengeance turned from creeping to 
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"HAMLET." a J. Arthur Rank picture 
of Universal-International release, spon- 
sored by the Theater Guild, produced and 
directed by Laurence Olivier, screenplay 
by Olivier and Alan Dent from the Play by 
William Shakespeare, music by William 
Walton and conducted by the Philhar- 
monic Orchestra. At the Little and 
Playhouse. 

The Cast. 
Hamlet _ Laurence Olivier 
The Queen_ Eileen Herlle 
The King_ Basil Sydney 
Ophelia _ Jean Simmons 
Polonius_ Felix Aylmer 
Horatio _Norman Wooland 
Laertes _Terence Morgan 
First Player_Harcourt Williams 
Player King_Patrick Troughton 
Player Queen_ Tony Tarver 
Osric Peter Cushing 
Gravedigger_ Stanley Holloway 
Priest _Russell Thorndyke 
Francisco_ John Laurie 
Bernardo _Esmond Knight 
Marcellus _ Anthony Quayle 
Sea Captain Niall MacGInnls 

lightning tempo, and with more 

than a dramatic hint of incest. 
Yet into all this darkness of the 

human soul Olivier has interjected 
flashes of comedy which etch lne- 
radicabl.v in memory the truth that 
this also is a bitterly humorous play. 

* * * * 

In demolishing the walls which 
have confined stage productions of 
"Hamlet,” Olivier has yet kept the 
faith with his original author. He 
keeps his picture almost exclusively 
within the bounds of Elsinore. He 
makes the palace more real, how- 
ever, bv showing the walls which 
support its towers, the adjacent lake 
in which Ophelia drowns, and other 
features of its cold and lonely land- 
scape. 

In this enlargement of the royal 
enclosure, the principal scenes re- 

main where Shakespeare fixed them. 
The great hall of the castle is where, 
bombastic old Polonius bores his 
listeners, where Hamlet's heart 
breaks at the sight of his mother 
wed to his murderous uncle, 
where the plav-within-the-play fixes 
Claudius’ guilt, and where Hamlet 
fights his duel with Laertes, Queen 
Gertrude's bedroo.n still is where 
the royal, debased mother is spirit- 
ually iashed by her outraged son.1 
and where the stupidity which Polo- 
nius fancies as guile leads him to 
his doom. 

These classic scenes, which have 
held men enthralled for 300 years, 
are magnified by Olivier’s cameras, 

but it is into, not out of, their proper 
proportions. 

Too, these proportions are the 
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ones which at last are worthy of the 
play’s great music which here has 
room to attain the fullness of its 
power. 

* * * * 

The producer-director-writer-star 
of Hamlet” is too much present in 
its production to isolate each of his 
functions for its specific weight in 
the total offering. It is Olivier, the 
actor, however, who will be most 
remembered. His Hamlet, who could 
not make up his mind, is always 
more, not less, a man for his in- 
decision. When his hands are idle, 
it is because his mind and heart are 

too full of thoughts and emotions 
of such thunderous conflict as to 

nullify action. In his portrait of 
this harassed prince, Olivier has 
coined a man whom the indifferent 
schoolboy may take to his heart with 
as much enthusiasm as the intense 
scholar. 

Olivier brings more of everything 
to his Hamlet, more energy, more 

voice, more virility, but most of all 
he brings to it more understanding 
of Shakespeare's hero who could 
think of so many thing to do 
he had time to do none of them— 
until the course was clear. 

This, of course, is only what 
he brings to the part. To the play 
he brings a singularly well-chosen 
cast. Of this multitude of asso- 

ciates, the most brilliant is Jean 
Simmons as Ophelia. Miss Sim-1 
mons, a beautiful and vocally j 
versatile girl, is none of your stand- 
ard, restrained Ophelias. She is 
rather a gentle, sensitive girl who 
can search the emotion of love 
deeply enough to find its end in 
insanity and suicide. Under Olivier’s! 
direction, she is encouraged to do 
so. | 

In their lesser ways, the 
subordinate players of Olivier’s 
"Hamlet” make their work equally 
unforgettable—Eileen Herlia, as the 
amorously adventurou* queen: 
Terence Morgan as a Laertes worthy 
of Hamlet’s mettle in everything, 
especially the brilliant duel scene; 
Norman Wooland as the brave, 
faithful Horatio who pronounces 
Hamlet's nobility and his epitaph; 
Basil Sydney, the depraved King 
Claudius, and Felix Aylmer as the 
unctiously comic Polonius. 

They, and so many others, have 
helped Olivier give the screen a 

new kind of greatness. 
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RISING STARLET — Shelley 
Winters, who made such an 

impressive film debut in “A 
Double Life,” has a similar 
dramatic opportunity in "Cry 
of the City,” the Victor Ma- 
ture film which opens at the 
Capitol today. The actress 
has been tagged by many 
critics as "a second Jean 
Harlow.” f 

Bette’s Baubles 
HOLLYWOOD. — Bette Davis 

wears some fabulous antique jewelry 
in Warner Bros.' romantic com- 

edy, “June Bride.” The costly 
baubles were borrowed from indi- 
vidual collections, including Miss 
Davis’s own, and rented from prom- 
inent jewelry establishments. 
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“Naked Fury” Recalls 
Pre-D-Day Drama 

“NAKED FURY." a Path* Film of Slr- 
itzky International release, directed by 
Alexandre Esway. original screenplay by 
Joseph Kessel. At the Dupont. 

The Cast. 
Perane_ Pierre Blanchar 
Paname _Raymond Bussieres 
Ben Sassem_a_ Jean Wall 
Baptiste Rene Letevre' 
Lieut, de Carrlzy_Christian Bertola 
Berthe Servais_Jean Crispin 
Drobel _ Pierre Louis 
Le Gorille_Charles Moulin 
Le Canaque_ Mouloudji 
Bouvler_Henri Nassiet 
Veran_Nic Vogel 
Brizeux__ Andrieux 
June_Daphne Courtney 
Willy_John Howard 

By Harry MacArthur 
Unless they have and heed suffi- 

cient warning, a lot of people are 

due for a surprise at the hands of 
"Naked Fury,” the Dupont Theater’s 
most recent import from France. 
Before being given this title designed 
to lure coarse Americans to the box 
office, “Naked Rury” was known orig- 
inally as "Battalion du Ciel” and 
later as “They Are Not Angels,” and 
it has nothing at all to- do with any 
naked furies. It has to do with the 
training in England of a group of 
French paratroopers and their sub- 
sequent harassing operations in 
German-occupied France. 

The message of “Naked Fury” 
seems to be that these brutal Ger- 
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mans never will be a match for us 
wily, brave Frenchmen, a point 
which seems, however well taken, a 
bit redundant at this late date. 

It is not a pretty story Director 
Alexandre Esway tells of the 

j Frenchmen who were the first to set 
foot on their native land when the 
time came to invade and liberate it 
in World War II. He has made 
what might be called a fictional 
documentary of the film, which 
does lend it realism. For all the 
inherent drama in its historic back- 
ground, however. Mr. Esway hasn’t 
managed as much drama as he has 
mere grimness. His Germans are 
cardboard stereotypes and the in- 
cidents in his script are a bit too 
pat. 

Still, "Naked Fury” does present a rather complete picture of the train- 
ing of its French paratroopers, even 
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including the French version of 
one of those GI lectures on the 
dangers lurking behind an enticing 
smile, if you're seeking a course 
in paratroop training today. There's 
some interesting interplay between 
the various types of French patriots, 
too, and the photography is good. 
But "Naked Fury” is still more grim 
than dramatic. 
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HOLLYWOOD.—Ann Sheridan, 

currently co-starring with Gary 
Cooper in Leo McCarey’s RKO 
Radio production, “Good Sam," 
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owns a small piece of land in Mexico 
given to her by the residents of 
Nautla, a village near Vera 'Crus. 
She likes bullfights and treasures a 

capote sent to her by the famed 
matador, Chlquelin. 
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Louis Hayword, Janet Blair in 'Black 
Arrow," !:20. 3:25. 5:30, 7:35, 9:45. 

rM VFRT 2324 Wit. Ave. N.W. 
LALY Lit 1 wo J34J ^ , r M 
Rosalind Russel! in "The Velvet 
Touch 1:25, 3:25, 5:25. 7:30. 9:35, 

425~9fh St. N.W. 
ME. 2841. Open 10:45. 

Eddie Bracken in "Fun On a Week 
End.” at 11, 1:40. 4:25, 7:05. 9:55. 
William Boyd in "Borrowed Trouble," 
at 12:40, 3:25, 8:05. 8:55. 

KENNEDY 
Gregory Peck. Ann Todd in Paradine 
Case," at 1, 3:05, 5:15. 7:20, 9:30. 

Pa. Ava. at 7th S.E, 
FR. 5200. Mat. 1 P.M. 

James Cagney in The Time of Your 
Life." at 1:20, 3:20, 5:20. 7:20, 9:20. 

Ga. Ave. 8 Sheridan 
RA. 2400. Mat. 1 P.M. 

Dane Clark in "Embraceable You," at.. 
1. 2:4) 4:25. 0:10. 7:50. 9:35. 
•IV VFR Ga. Ava. 8 Colasvilla Pika OILY Lit SH sxo Mo( , p M 
Cornel Wilde. "The Walls of Jericho." 
at 1. 3:05. 5:20. 7:30. 9:40._ 
TTVfll I 14,h ond Pork *<>■ N.W. 
*19 Vial co 1800 Mo, , pM 

Louis Haywood, Janet Blair, "Black Ar- 
row." 1:20. 3, 4:40, 0:20. 7:55. 9:40. 
lYPTAWM Coon. Ava. and Newark 
urivnn wo J400 Mot , PM 
Bud Abbott. Lou Costello in "Abbott 
and Costello Meet Frankenstein.” at 
1:15, 3:20 5:20. 7:25, 9:30. 

Theaten Having Evening Performances. 

APOLLO 4V 
Gigantic Sport Show—William Bendix 
"The Babe Ruth Story." fi:50, 9:23. 
Zale-Cerdan Fight and- Football Magic. 

AVALON 54,2 <&"; 2400. 
N W‘ 

Dane Clark in "Embraceable You,” at 
6:30. 7:33. 9:10.__ 
AVE. GRAND 645 p»; ^SE 
Dorothy Lamour in “Lulu Belle,” it 
6:15. 7:53. 

__________________ 

COLONY 4933 

Dana Andrews. Jean Peters in “Deep 
Waters." at 6:15. 7:55. 9:35. 

HOME 1230 c *'• N E- T*-,,M- 

Louis Hayword in “Man in the Iron 
Mask." at 6:15. 9:20; William Boyd 
in “Silent Confiict, at 9:25._ 
NacARTHUR *390Sz£'"n 
Ray Milland. Ann Todd in "So Evil 
My Love at 6:55. 9:20. 

SAVOY 3030 

John Wayne in 'The Flying Tigers," it 
6, 7:30. 9:43.__ 
CPrfl 8244 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, 

SH. 2540. Parking Space 
Dane Andrews. Jean Peters in Deep 
Waters.” at fi:30. 9:45: Virginia Mayo 
in "Out of the Blue." at 8._ 
T A If AM A 4th and Butternut Sts. 
IHAVilH GE. 4312. Parking Space 
Tyrone Power in Blood and Sand." et 

6. 9:23: Abbott it Costello in "Noose 
Hanes Sigh." at S.__ 
▼AMf c°- Ave. k Quebec PI. N.W. 
■ Una ra. 44oo. 
Randolph Sco« in "The Return of the 
Bad Men." at 6, 7:4o, 9:30. 

STATE Fo11’Church' Vo > fA-,33* 

“TIME OF YOUR LIFE.” JAMES 
CAGNEY. WAYNE MORRIS_ 
I rr E. Fall* Church 
“““ A friot for »ho Entire Family 
“BABE RUTH STORY.” WILLIAM 
BENDIX, CLAIRE TREVOR 

ARLINGTON "• * *• 
M*,n more St. OX 2799 

“ABBOTT AND COSTELLO MEET 
FRANKENSTEIN,” ABBOTT AND 
COSTELLO. 

Wilt Ml 1729 Wilton Blvd. VTUiSUn Phont OX 14S0 
“TIME OF YOUR LIFE.” JAMES 
CAGNEY. WAYNE MORRIS_ 
scutIIN 3,M wn,en l,vd- 

IWS phene Oxford 1139 
BLACK GOLD,” “OUT OF TH* 

STORM 

BUCKINGHAM ^x‘U 
“ABBOTT AND COSTELLO MEET 
FRANKENSTEIN,” ABBOTT AND 
COSTELLO. 

Cl nr No. Glebe ltd. 
HhfaOA. FrM Perking. Oxford 4264 

Hearing Aida. 
"PITFALL." DICK POWELL, LIZA- 
BETH SCOTT. 

RTMI >04 S. Wayne St. 
Arlington, Vo. OX. 1733 

“FOREIGN AFFAIR,” JEAN AR- 
THUR. JOHN LUND, 

HEED A'tx. 3441 
Parking Span Air Cond. 

FRED MacMURRAY. MADELINE 
CARROLL in "AN INNOCENT AF- 
FAIR." 

__ 

VIRGINIA 
GARY COOPER, ANN SHERIDAN in 
"GOOD BAM.” 

RICHMOND8'9 King St. OV. 9*J4 nivnnunv Mot DaHy Air Cond> 
LORETTA YOUNG. HENRY WIL- 
COXSEN in "THE CRUSADES."_ 
rniTnr Foirlington, Va. 
I«UI IIU. Alr Cond. Ttmpl. 1000 
"A FOREIGN AFFAIR." JEAN AR- 
THUR. MARLENE DIETRICH. 

SURLINGTON ov^iSo 
Air Ondltioftad. 

"MR. PEABODY AND JM MER- 
MAID." WILLIAM POWELL, ANNE 
BLYTHE.__ 
i npy 4813 Mom. Ave. N.W. 
/Ur LA w0 4400 Corn 1-11 P.M. 
"ABBOTT AND COSTELLO MEET 
FRANKENSTEIN.” at 1:30, 3:35, 
5:40. 7:40. 0:50. 

iff EC 1331 H St. NI. AT. 8300 
JtlbfM cont. i to 11 P.M. 

Dears Open et 12:30. 
First Northeast Showing of "ANNA 
KARENINA.” Featuring VIVIAN 
LKIOH. RALPH RICHARDSON; Also 
"A LETTER TO A REBEL" and Tex 
Beneke s Orchestra._ 
OnilVflB Minn. Avo. at Bennina SENATUn *d. N.e. t«. jmo 
One Day Only. "LULU BELLE/* 
DOROTHY LAMOUR. at 3:05. 6:29, 
10:01; Plus "CASANOVA BROWN/' 
GARY COOPER, at 1:33, 4:59, 8:31. 
Of * 1PV f|B JBtti A Alabama Avo. S.8. 
AAIbUn VI. 4000 C-J Bus to Door 
“ABBOTT AND COSTELLO MEET 
FRANKENSTEIN” at 6J0, 8:18, 
10:05: Also "CRIME LABORATORY. 
Special Featurette. 


